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Synopsis

An accessible, full-color OT survey textbook focusing on the message of each bookWritten from an
irenic, evangelical perspective, this Old Testament survey is designed to unpack what the biblical
authors most intended to communicate in the Scripture that Jesus read. As the corresponding
volume to the previously published What the New Testament Authors Really Cared About (Kregel
Academic, 2008), it is well-suited for use in a college, seminary, or church context. Students of the
Bible will find this full-color textbook accessible and engaging.What the Old Testament Authors
Really Cared About is gospel-centered, portraying the Old Testament as the foundation for a
fulfillment found in the New Testament. Each chapter is written by an Old Testament scholar who is
a skilled teacher at one of the finest evangelical schools across North America and specializes in
the biblical book covered.Readers will find:A¢a -A¢ Introductory issues (who, when, where, why)
condensed to one-page snapshots of essential information at the beginning of each

chapterA¢a —A¢ The clarity of the biblical message enhanced through nearly two hundred
high-resolution photographs, over eighty charts and tables, and twelve color mapsA¢a -A¢ Very
readable text, appropriate for broad audiencesA¢a -A¢ A format simpler and intentionally shorter
than many other surveys, making it a very manageable textbook for a single semester Old
Testament survey course or a useful guide to accompany devotional reading of

ScriptureA A Interview with Jason DeRouchie: part 1 part 2
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How could | not enjoy a book in which the editor says A¢a —Eceis designed as a springboard for
delight in GodA¢a -a ¢the supreme Savior, Sovereign, and Satisfier of the worldA¢a -4,¢? Jason
DeRouchie has a sure hand when it comes to guiding a team of scholars. The aroma of his
God-centered, Christ-exalting commitments permeate this surveyA¢a -A|l would happily put this in
the hand of every church member. (John Piper, Founder and Teacher DesiringGod.org
2013-08-01)Finally! An introduction to the only Bible Jesus had that tries to makes sense of each
book by highlighting its life-giving message. This volume is invitingly organized and composed, and
delightfully illustrated. (Daniel | Block, Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old Testament Wheaton
College 2013-08-01)No ordinary survey! This clear, concise, and easy-to-understand text will help
church folks and serious students alike grasp the contribution of the Old Testament to the Bible as a
single text with a unified plot structure that finds ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Beautiful pictures
and helpful diagrams aid communication in a powerful way. | heartily recommend it! (Peter J.
Gentry, Professor of Old Testament Interpretation The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
2013-08-01)This is one of the most user-friendly surveys of the Old

TestamentA¢a -4 ¢JesusA¢a —4,¢ BibleA¢a -4 ¢that | have seenA¢a -A|.l highly recommend
this book. (David M. Howard, Jr., Professor of Old Testament Bethel Seminary 2013-08-01)This
clear and attractive book combines academic rigor with devotional warmthA¢a -A[The authors have
taught Old Testament courses many times, and they know how to connect with students. (Andy
Naselli, Assistant Professor of New Testament and Biblical Theology Bethlehem College and
Seminary 2013-08-01)This is truly a remarkable resource for the student of Scripture....Unlike your
standard (and all too often stodgy) survey of the Old Testament, this volume is written in a vibrant
and engaging style and is visually stunning. But best of all, it is distinctively Christ-centered. This will
be the book to which | send all future inquisitive students of GodA¢a —4a,¢s Word. (Sam Storms,
Lead Pastor for Preaching and Vision Bridgeway Church, Oklahoma City, OK 2013-08-01)This book
sets new standards for an Old Testament survey. The Christ-centered emphasis is a breath of fresh
air. The canonical theology is deep and rich. It is exegetically faithful. The user-friendly features are
not just easy to follow; they flat-out arrest your attention at times. In a crowded field of competitors, it
is a standout. | commend it highly and plan to turn to it often. (Jason Meyer, Pastor for Preaching

and Vision Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN 2013-08-01)

Jason DeRouchie(PhD, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary) is associate professor of Old
Testament at Bethlehem College and Seminary. He is coauthor of A Modern Grammar for Biblical

Hebrew and A Modern Grammar for Biblical Hebrew Workbook.



Jesus read the Bible. Have you considered this fact before? When you think of the earthly ministry
and life of Jesus, you probably think of His teachings and miraclesAfA¢A a -A & +and you likely
havenAfA¢A a -A 4,¢t reflected on the fact that Jesus read the Scriptures. We can safely assume
that Jesus was faithfully taught the Scriptures by Mary and Joseph as He AfA¢A a -A A“increased
in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.AfA¢A & -A A- (Luke 2:52). Also, it was
JesusAfA¢A a -A a,¢ custom to attend temple worship and read the Scriptures (Luke 4:26). And
clearly Jesus read the Bible if He taught His disciples all about it (Luke 24:27). Today, in seminary
and Bible college classes, it is not unusual to be assigned a book on the survey of the Old
Testament. While there are many great textbooks available for surveying the Old Testament, this
book focuses distinctly on JesusAfA¢A & -A a,¢ version of the Old Testament.

IsnAfA¢A a -A 4,¢t that the one we should be studying? Of course, Jesus read the same Old
Testament that we have today, but it was organized in a different order. Considering that fact, our
study of the survey of the Old Testament should conform to the order in which it was originally
organized. ThatAfA¢A a -A &,¢s one of the many things that this textbook accomplishes. This is
not your ordinary Bible survey textbook. Not only does it focus on the Bible that Jesus Himself used,
but it focuses on what really mattered to the authors of the many books of the Old Testament. What
did they really care about? What was near to their hearts? DeRouchie answers these questions and
more in his marvelous work, What the Old Testament Authors Really Cared About: A Survey of
JesusAfA¢A & -A 4,¢ Bible.Each chapter is broken down into a manageable and easy-to-read
way. First, each chapter begins with some introductory information about the Old Testament book(s)
that will be discussed within that chapter. In only a few paragraphs, organized neatly on the page,
the author answers the basic fundamental questions of purpose, authorship, and date by asking
Who? When? Where? , and Why? Second, each chapter of the book begins with a section titled,
AfA¢A a -A A“Carefully Crafted Verses from (the Book(s) Being Studied).AfA¢A & -A As Found
in this section are powerfully packed verses found in the book that is being surveyed. There is also
a helpful chart on the first page of every chapter with bullet points that summarize the theological
convictions that lay behind the authorAfA¢A & -A &,¢s pen of every book in the Old Testament.
These theological convictions are then unpacked in detail throughout the rest of the chapter in
individual sections.Also, pasted throughout the chapters of the book, there are striking historical
images pertaining to the culture, practices, and history of that particular book being surveyed.
Similarly, there are small text boxes scattered throughout the chapters that offer insightful reflections

on the concepts being discussed. Additionally there are charts that provide good visual aids to



capture the outline of the book(s), the chronology of certain events, and more. The chapters usually
end with a summary of the concepts discussed in that chapter. That is followed by a

AfA¢A a -A A“Key Words and ConceptsAfA¢A & -A A-section that identifies some of the
important terms and ideas discussed in the chapter. Finally, the chapter concludes with a suggested
reading section that displays the names of commentaries, scholarly works, and other books that will
help with studying the particular book(s) discussed in that chapter.There are many strengths within
this book, and it is safe to say that there are far more strengths to this work than there are
weaknesses. First of all, one strength to this book is the range of scholarship employed. This
theological survey of the Old Testament was not compiled DeRouchie himself or a few other
authors. This book was compiled by seventeen scholars and professors of the Old Testament from
some of the worldAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s leading seminaries and Bible colleges. Another great strength
in this book is its visual aids. Everyone can benefit through the visual aids in

DeRouchieAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s book. The charts and icons that are found throughout this book help
the reader to grasp the concepts that are being discussed. While the visual aids are descriptive and
informatory, some of the charts could be expounded on a little better. Some of the figures (like on
pages 182-183, and 236) are in need of better explanation. This book is intended to be a simple,
practical help for students and some further explanation on some charts and figures would serve to
that purpose. Also, study or reflection questions at the end of each chapter probably

wouldnAfA¢A & -A a,¢t hurt. | understand that this book isnAfA¢A & -A a,¢t written as a normal
theological survey of the Old Testament, but regardless a few questions to test your knowledge
would aid the studentAfA¢A & -A a «and that is lacking from DeRouchieAfA¢A & -A a,¢s
book.What the Old Testament Authors Really Cared About is the most manageable, user-friendly
survey of the Old Testament that a student or layperson can read. The various authors all of the
chapters cause you to ponder on the greatness of GodAfA¢A a -A &,¢s glory revealed in the Old
Testament for the good and satisfaction of His people. With the compelling visuals, clearly outlined
theological concepts, and the other great resources offered in this bookAfA¢A & —A & <you will find
yourself soaking in the rich theology of the Old Testament. Still, the paramount concept that sets
this survey apart from hundreds of others is that it is a survey of JesusAfA¢A & -A 4,¢
BibleAfA¢A a -A & «and if this book is read correctly, your mind will be informed and you will be

drawn closer to the glorious God of the Old Testament.

Jason S. DeRouchie and his contributors bring clarity, scholarship, and honesty to the conversation

about the Old Testament. Its readability and depth makes it an excellent resource for the younger



reader as well as the older. Above all, you will see that the goal of worship underlines the views of

the editor and authors. My reading of the Old Testament is forever changed by this book.

This is a great resource, a worshipful resource. As an introductory survey of the Old Testament, it

captures well the frame and major themes of each Old Testament book. Its content is easily

accessible without losing the depth that is needed to understand the Old Testament.

Great overview of the Old Testament. Love it as a reference for teaching Bible Studies

Excellent OT book! Recommend it highly.

An excellent job of describing historical facts and times in the OT.

Have not completed it but the approach and author content is excellent

Very well written book.
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